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Guiding Questions

1  What is a balanced assessment system?

3 How does the FastBridge assessment support learning acceleration?

5 How can all stakeholders use FastBridge assessment data to inform student 
learning?

2  What is the FastBridge assessment?

4 How does FastBridge data inform the ongoing cycle of instructional 
improvement



Balanced Assessment

Balanced Assessment:
A system of assessments that work together to provide a variety of evidence to support 
educational decision-making. 

A balanced assessment system includes:
● Classroom assessments
● Interim assessments
● External assessments



Design and implement a 
balanced assessment system

*Implement effective 
monitoring and assessment 
tools to measure progress for 
academic and social emotional 
needs of students.

2022-23 Workplan
Implement FastBridge in grades 
K-8



Classroom Assessments

● Purpose- Provide teachers feedback in order to modify instruction to 
improve student understanding and report student progress.

● Frequency- These assessments are conducted by teachers in the classroom 
for the explicit purposes of diagnosing where students are learning and 
identifying gaps in their knowledge and understanding. These assessments 
are small-scale, short-cycle, and embedded within the current unit of 
instruction. 

● Examples- Assessments that inform the report card, assessments that inform 
day-to-day teaching and diagnostic assessments



Interim Assessments

● Purpose- The results of these assessments can be meaningfully aggregated and 
reported at a broader level.
○ Interim assessments assist in identifying students in need of support beyond 

the Tier I setting.
○ Interim assessments allow a school to measure growth over time.

● Frequency- These tests are given in cycles throughout the year, usually every
8-12 weeks (typically 3 times a year).

● Examples- FastBridge



External Assessments

● Purpose- These are usually used as part of an accountability system (national, 
state, and/or district) or to otherwise inform policy. 

● Frequency- Given one time at the end of a set time period to evaluate 
students’ performance against a defined set of content standards and to 
monitor and track student performance as a group.

● Examples- IAR, SAT, PSAT, ACCESS, DLM



Comparing FastBridge and IAR 

Fastbridge is an interim reading and math assessment given three times a year.  The 
computer-based test items are all machine scored.  The results are available 
immediately following the administration.

Illinois Assessment of Readiness is an external English Language Art (ELA) and 
Mathematics assessment given one time a year.  The ELA assessment includes reading 
and writing computer-based test items.  Both the ELA and Mathematics test contain 
machine scored items and human scored items.  The results are returned several 
months after the administration.  



FastBridge Score Report

FastBridge reports scores according to 
national percentiles.  Percentiles are 
used to compare one student’s 
performance to that of a larger group. 
Percentile means the student scored as 
well as or better than that percent of 
students taking the test in that grade. 



IAR Score Report

IAR divides scores into five proficiency 
levels.  
Level 5: Exceeded expectations 
Level 4: Met expectations 
Level 3: Approached expectations 
Level 2: Partially met expectations 
Level 1: Did not yet meet expectations
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FastBridge Assessment Suite

FastBridge is a suite of assessment tools used for universal screening and progress monitoring 
student growth throughout the school year.  FastBridge received high levels of reliability and 
validity as rated by the National Center on Intensive Interventions Technical Review Committee.

The FastBridge assessment suite contains universal screening and progress monitoring tools for 
Reading, Mathematics and Behavior.

FastBridge test items are aligned to the Common Core ELA and math standards.  Illinois adopted 
the Common Core standards and these are referred to as the Illinois Learning Standards.



FASTBridge Universal Screener & Progress Monitoring

Universal Screener
All students in a grade level take the universal 
screener.

Accurate universal screening sets the 
foundation for a successful multi-tiered system 
of support and understanding student risk 
levels. These assessments are administered three 
times a year to all students in a grade level. 
Screening can be used to identify students who 
need intensive intervention and students that 
need enrichment opportunities.

Progress Monitoring
Some students in a grade level are assessed 
using the progress monitoring tools.

With progress monitoring, assessment is 
used to measure growth for students 
receiving an intervention.  Decision rules 
provided by the progress monitoring tool 
tell teachers when they should make an 
intervention change, or if the interventions 
are effective in teaching the targeted skills.
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Multi -Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS)

Tier I

Tier II

Tier III

Tier III Intensive support in universal skills

Tier II Additional supports to master 
essential grade level standards

Tier I Essential grade level learning for all 
students



FastBridge Universal Screening:  Reading

Assessment Grade Levels Description

earlyReading K-1 Student completes four subtests that measure important beginning
reading skills related to letter names, letter sounds, as well as word
and sentence reading.  The results from this assessment are included on 
our Vision 2026 dashboard.

aReading 1-8
*administered 
during the 
spring only for 
grade 1

Student completes 30-60 computer-based reading questions that are
selected based on the student’s grade and skill level. It includes
questions related to all reading skill areas.  The results from this 
assessment are included on our Vision 2026 dashboard.



FastBridge Universal Screening:  Reading

Assessment Grade 
Levels

Description

CBMreading 1-3 Student reads aloud for three one-minute passages while the teacher records 
any errors.

AUTOreading 4-8 The student completes two, three, or four brief subtests that
measure phonics, fluency, and/or vocabulary.



FastBridge Universal Screening:  Mathematics
Assessment Grade 

Levels
Description

earlyMath K-1 Student completes 3 subtests that measure important beginning math skills 
related to numeral names, number sequences, and quantity discrimination.  
The results from this assessment are included on our Vision 2026 dashboard.

aMath 2-8 Student completes 30-60 computer-based math questions that are selected 
based on the student’s grade and skill level. Includes questions related to all 
math skill areas. The results from this assessment are included on our Vision 
2026 dashboard.

CBM Math 
Automaticity

2-8 Student answers computer-based math fact problems for addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division.



National Usage of FastBridge

During the 2020-2021 school year FastBridge administered over 34 million universal screening 
and almost 10 million progress monitoring assessments in schools in 48 states.  Specific updated 
numbers are not currently available, but the counts have gone up even more since 2020-21.

This includes a near statewide implementation in Kansas and Iowa.  



FAST Demographically-Matched National Norms

The most recent norming study was released in June, 2019

This included a match to the demographic characteristics of the U.S. population by gender, 
race/ethnicity, and the percent of students receiving free or reduced lunch as indicated in the 
Common Core Data from the U.S. Department of Education.

“The sampling procedures were repeated 30 times for each combination of assessments and 
grade and included 100 schools from across 18 states.   Each  of the 30 samples consisted of more 
than 7,000 students, which is sufficient to produce very stable estimates across the full range of 
norms from the 1st through the 99th percentiles.”

-FastBridge Learning, 2019
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Learning Acceleration

Learning acceleration is about going forward and preparing students for success in 
the present with a focus on current grade-level standards.  Tier I (grade level 
learning) is the primary lever to accelerate learning.  Additional supports provided 
to students need to be contextualized within their subject, grade level, and 
curriculum.



CUSD 200 Core Actions to Accelerate Learning

Adopt high-quality instructional materials 

Provide teachers with ongoing professional learning needed to provide 
Tier I instruction to all students

Use assessments to prioritize learning 

Focus interventions on students most in need and create instructional 
coherence 

1

2

3

4



Using Assessments to Prioritize Learning

“In any year, it is essential for educators to implement data practices that reveal what supports 
they need to provide to whom in order to ensure that all students can access grade-level content. 
However, due to the effects of disrupted schooling, it is more important than ever that teachers 
have both a precise understanding of what their students’ needs are, how to identify 
opportunities to address unfinished learning, and—somewhat paradoxically—the  ability to 
minimize time spent on assessment and maximize the direct instructional time students need to 
fill in those gaps. It is essential to ensure that leaders and teachers understand how to simplify 
and target assessments so they reveal actionable information that can be used to provide 
just-in-time supports to students.”

Source: Instruction Partners, Addressing Unfinished Learning, 2022



Using Assessments to Prioritize Learning

“In any year, it is essential for educators to implement data practices that reveal what supports 
they need to provide to whom in order to ensure that all students can access grade-level content. 
However, due to the effects of disrupted schooling, it is more important than ever that teachers 
have both a precise understanding of what their students’ needs are, how to identify 
opportunities to address unfinished learning, and—somewhat paradoxically—the  ability to 
minimize time spent on assessment and maximize the direct instructional time students need to 
fill in those gaps. It is essential to ensure that leaders and teachers understand how to simplify 
and target assessments so they reveal actionable information that can be used to provide 
just-in-time supports to students.”

Source: Instruction Partners, Addressing Unfinished Learning, 2022



FastBridge Normative Data

FastBridge reports include information about a student’s performance 
when compared to other students nationally.  This information can be 
used by schools to identify supports needed by groups of students.



Using Normative Data to Make Educational Decisions

Category Description

85th National Percentile and Above
Students scoring in this percentile range likely need enrichment learning opportunities.

30-84.99th National  Percentile
Students scoring in this percentile range are consistent with where the majority of students are 
scoring, and these students should experience success with core instruction.

20-29.99th National  Percentile
Students scoring in this percentile range likely need supplemental supports to meet grade-level 
expectations.

0-19.99th National  Percentile
Students scoring in this percentile range likely need intensive supports to meet grade-level 
expectations, in addition to core instruction.



85th and Above: 38%
30th-84.99%: 49%
Tier 1: 87%

Blue +  Green = Used  to evaluate how 
effective universal core instruction (Tier I)  
is across the district.

50th Percentile is the 
goal for long-term 
academic success }

Normative Data:                  
Two Purposes



3 reports to use FastBridge to prioritize academic learning needs

 % at or above the 50th percentile According to FastBridge, “these students 
are performing at or above grade-level 
expectations.”  These students are secure 
with their learning

 

 % of students scoring in the green and 
blue

If students score in the green or blue then 
they shouldn’t need pull out services/lab 
because they are responding to core 
instruction
If the percentage is less than 80%, core 
instruction needs to be a focus for school 
improvement

 Typical and Aggressive growth indicates 
at least  one year of growth

If students score below typical and 
aggressive growth, considerations for 
differentiation, intervention and 
coaching supports



Guiding Questions

1  What is a balanced assessment system?

3 How does the FastBridge assessment support learning acceleration?

5 How can all stakeholders use FastBridge assessment data to inform student 
learning?

2  What is the FastBridge assessment?

4 How does FastBridge data inform the ongoing cycle of instructional 
improvement



Ongoing Cycle for Instructional Improvement

Administration 
of FastBridge

Analyze and 
Interpret Data

Establish Goals 
and Create 

Action Plans

Implement and 
Evaluate 

Effectiveness



Administration  of FastBridge

Fall Testing Window: 8/29 - 9/16

Winter Testing Window:  11/30 - 12/14

Spring Testing Window:  5/3 - 5/17



Analyze and Interpret Data

An analysis and interpretation of data happens at each level after each testing 
session:

● District level with SLT, directors, principals, teacher leaders
● Building level with principals and classroom teachers



Establish Goals and Create Action Plans

Action plans and goals are created at each level after each testing 
session:

● District level
● Building level
● Classroom level



Using FastBridge at the Building Level

*How can we differentiate 
instruction to provide 
enrichment for students above
the 85th percentile that are not in PACE?

*How can we support students from the 
30th-49th percentile? 

Tier I

Tier II

Tier III



Using FastBridge Classroom Level  

http://www.achievethecore.org


Implement and Evaluate Effectiveness

● Action plans guide implementation
● Progress monitor students receiving an intervention
● Use classroom assessments to inform instructional needs
● Monitor achievement results following each administration and 

growth results after the winter and spring administration
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Board of Education

Board Policy 6:15 School Accountability

● The Board continuously monitors student achievement and the quality of the District’s work.
● Annually, the administration presents achievement results from both the district interim assessments and state 

assessments.  This year, the report will be prepared for the October Committee of the Whole Meeting.
● A dashboard is also maintained for the Board of Education and the community to report students achievement 

data for the district interim assessments and state assessments.

Board Policy 6:340 Student Testing and Assessment Program

● Requires the school district to establish a student assessment program to determine individual student 
achievement and instructional needs, curriculum and instruction effectiveness, and school performance.

● CUSD 200 utilizes FASTBridge as the district interim assessment to measure student achievement and growth 
three times a year.



Administration

The following are uses of the FastBridge data by administration:

1) Monitor achievement and growth results at the district, school, classroom, and student 
level

2) Utilize data-based decision making to drive school improvement efforts
3) Determine the effectiveness of curriculum and instruction programs
4) Identify and design services for students
5) Monitor progress on school goals, district goals, improvement efforts, and instructional 

priorities



Teaching Staff

The following are uses of the FastBridge data by teachers

1) Identify students who are responding well to core instruction 
2) Identify students who may require supplemental or intensive intervention and 

instructional support as an integral component to an effective MTSS program 
3) Assist in making informed decisions about intervention throughout the entire year 

at the school, class, and individual student level
4) Implement a balanced assessment system with classroom assessments guiding daily 

instructional decisions



Caregivers

FastBridge answers three core questions for parents:

1) How is my child is doing? 
2) How does my child doing compared to his or her peers nationwide? 
3) And how have my child’s scores changed over time?

Student  normative data results will be uploaded into Synergy three times a year.  
Principals will notify parents when scores are available to view in ParentVue.  A letter 
will explain the assessment and the results.



Guiding Questions

1  What is a balanced assessment system?

3 How does the FastBridge assessment support learning acceleration?

5 How can all stakeholders use FastBridge assessment data to inform student 
learning?

2  What is the FastBridge assessment?

4 How does FastBridge data inform the ongoing cycle of instructional 
improvement



Design and implement a 
balanced assessment system

*Implement effective 
monitoring and assessment 
tools to measure progress for 
academic and social emotional 
needs of students.

2022-23 Workplan
Implement FastBridge in grades 
K-8



Vision 2026

A balanced assessment is essential to effectively monitor student academic achievement and growth.  An 
interim assessment play a critical role in evaluating the effectiveness of core instruction and identifying 
levels of support for groups and individual students.  FastBridge is CUSD 200’s interim assessment.

Learning acceleration is the strategy used to address needs based on data.  Learning acceleration is about 
going forward and preparing students for success in the present with a focus on current grade-level 
standards.  Tier I (grade level learning) is the primary lever to accelerate learning.  Additional supports 
provided to students (Tier II and III) need to be contextualized within their subject, grade level, and 
curriculum.



CUSD 200 Core Actions to Accelerate Learning

Adopt high-quality instructional materials 

Provide teachers with ongoing professional learning needed to provide 
Tier I instruction to all students

Use assessments to prioritize learning 

Focus interventions on students most in need and create instructional 
coherence 

1

2

3

4


