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Guiding Questions

1  Why is CUSD 200 piloting new instructional materials for elementary 
English Language Arts?

2 What process has been used to select new instructional materials?

3 Which instructional materials will be piloted in classrooms this year?

4 What are the next steps after the pilot is complete?



Background Information

● In 2010, the new Illinois Learning Standards were adopted 
by ISBE.

● Until recently, few high-quality instructional materials were 
available that are aligned to these standards.

● CUSD 200 elementary teachers and administrators 
expressed the need for ELA instructional materials.



Implement learning acceleration 
strategies and programming

*Adopt and support the 
implementation of resources in 
K-8 core academic areas that 
ensure high-quality instruction 
for all learners



Importance of High-Quality Instructional Materials

High-quality instructional materials supports learning acceleration in many ways:
1) Creates a strong coherence within a grade level and between grade levels
2) Allows specialists to better support students in co-teaching models
3) Frees teachers to spend their time differentiating and scaffolding learning 

rather than gathering and creating instructional materials on their own
4) Increases equitable access to grade-level learning
5) Provides strong assessment tools
6) Provides resources for interventions that are aligned to classroom instruction
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Selection Process

January - February 
2022

Principals and coaches studied the ELA shifts that would be used to  guide 
the selection process.

March - May 2022 The selection committee reviewed high-quality instructional materials 
aligned to the shifts and provided feedback.

June - August 2022 Administrators continued to review additional instructional materials.  
32 staff members participated in a book study or ELA shifts training. 

September 2022 The selection committee reviewed the three instructional materials. Two 
were selected to pilot be the selection committee.  
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Materials

Bookworms and ARC Core are the two instructional materials being piloted.

Both are highly aligned to the instructional shifts for English Language Arts of:

● Foundational Skills
● Text Complexity
● Evidence-Based Reading and Writing
● Knowledge Building



Pilot Team

Teachers

Kindergarten:  1 teacher

First grade: 7 teachers

Second grade: 5 teachers

Third grade: 6 teachers

Fourth grade: 3 teachers

Fifth grade: 4 teachers

Specialists
Specialists will serve in an advisory roles 
for the pilot team.  This can include 
reviewing materials, co-teaching with 
classroom teachers, and working with 
administration.
● Multilingual Specialists (6)
● Resource Teachers (2)
● PACE Specialists (2)
● LLC Directors (2)
● Reading Coaches (13)
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Next Steps

● The pilot will run from mid October - mid February.
● A recommendation will come to the Board of Education in March. 
● Professional learning on the shifts will be provide to all K-5 ELA teachers.
● An implementation plan will be created with staff after the pilot is completed.



Tonight’s Recommendation

It is recommended the Board of Education approve the pilot and materials as 
presented.



Questions Discussion


