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To inspire, educate, challenge, and support 
all students to reach their highest level of 
learning and personal development.

Acting on the 2016 Facility Master Plan Report, this 
Concept Design document implements the 
improvements recommended by an analysis of the 
existing facilities, interviews with teachers and staff, 
and building team discussions. This work builds upon 
the guiding principles developed by the community to 
support their vision for a Portrait of a Graduate. 
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Design Concept Overview

With that profile in mind, the design intent was threefold...

1. To realign the educational environments to match the current and future
goals of the community and the District by providing spaces that are flexible
and adaptable.

2. To provide spaces and places that will maximize educational outcomes by
addressing critical building infrastructure and systems needs.

3. To improve accessibility, safety, and security within the building while
maintaining the sense of community for all students, staff, and faculty.

The project’s design concept was shaped by the District goals for academic 
excellence, underpinned by the Portrait of a Graduate...

A collaborator is someone who 
valuably contributes when working 
with others and is one who 
understands and values the diverse 
strengths of others, particularly by 
displaying a sense of empathy.

A resilient learner is someone who 
responds to challenges, engages in 
effortful learning, and demonstrates 
adaptability amidst change.

A problem solver is someone who 
designs and creates solutions by 
innovating, thinking critically and 
independently, and is ethical in 
their decision making.

A communicator is someone who 
articulates and expresses thoughts 
clearly, self-advocates for their 
needs, and listens and understands 
diverse perspectives.
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Design Concept Overview

Infrastructure 

The three middle schools have had several additions since their original construction, and all have basic infrastructure 
needs that need to be addressed due to their age.  This provides an opportunity to assess the current building systems 
and provide options for improvements that also reduce the energy use for each of the buildings.  Through improved 
mechanical and electrical systems, the District can realize significant energy savings.  Utilizing grants that are available 
can also reduce the initial cost of energy efficient systems and equipment where possible. 

The goal is to address aged systems, provide consistent improvements to simplify management and reduce energy use, 
and provide an improved educational environment for all students, staff, and faculty.   

An environment that has consistent lighting, reduced noise impact, and improved air quality provides the backbone 
for improved educational results for all students.  Removing those barriers to the delivery of education benefits 
all students. 

Access/Safety/Security 

Along with the infrastructure improvements, providing a building that provides a sense of security, safety, and is easily 
accessible by all students is a baseline for improved educational delivery. 

There are opportunities for sightline improvements at all three schools, providing corridors, stairs, restrooms, and other 
common areas that are easily observable and readily accessible. 

Providing improvements for handicapped accessibility at all three schools also provides a sense of community, 
allowing all students to participate alongside one another. 

A major priority was along consolidation and expansion of student wellness facilities to provide the school’s wellness 
teams an opportunity to collaborate and care for students in need in a more comprehensive manner.  Each school has 
a focus on providing centralized, consolidated student health and wellness space. 

Realignment  

The participatory process behind the improvement projects was based on three simple questions:  What works 
now?  What needs improvement?  Where is education going in the future and how can facilities support that?  This 
wasn’t an exercise to grow a building’s footprint, but to understand how the existing building could work harder for 
the District through understanding misalignments or opportunities for improvement within the current footprint.  
Only after exhausting those options would the team explore other areas for improvement. 

The answers to these questions were not unchecked growth of facilities, but pragmatic, focused improvements, 
intended to provide spaces that are adaptable and easily reconfigurable.  A majority of discussions centered 
around improving classrooms to  remove barriers to educational delivery by changing furniture types, updating 
lighting, removing sources of noise, addressing temperature irregularities and maintaining parity throughout the 
District related to classroom configurations and science class lab size. 

A renewed focus on elective class space is shown through the construction and renovation of purpose-built 
space around music, performing arts, family and consumer sciences, and career/technical education.  Currently 
undersized or lacking space to provide adequate instructional support, music and performing arts facilities at all 
three schools will be addressed through strategic improvements or new construction. 

Other elective spaces will be constructed to align with the Pathways programs at the High Schools, providing a 
feeder program that can adapt and change over time as new programs become available. 

Small group and drop-in itinerant space provides focused space for students to meet with specailists outside of the 
classroom, areas for small groups to meet and collaborate, and dedicated areas for students to make up tests, meet 
with teachers, or complete assignments while being supervised. 
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General Classroom Science Labs

Visual Arts & 
Exploratory Labs

Performing Arts

Common Elements

While each school has scope specifically aligned with that facility’s needs, their are 
certain aspects that are common amongst all three buildings.  These Common Elements 
form the base package of improvements that will ensure the buildings are prepared to 
fulfill their mission into the future.

Circulation Spaces
Replace dated hallway finishes with a modern material and color palette. Realign portions 
of corridor to allow for better visibility and operational efficiency.

SCOPE: FINISH/LIGHT RENOVATIONS

•  Replace suspended ceiling and lights, resilient floor tile, and wall finishes.

•  Replace doors and hardware.

• Update building signage and displays.

• Adjust locker locations/counts to current and anticipated school population

Building Systems
Provide new mechanical system focused on student health, energy efficiency, building 
resiliency, and ease of maintenance.

SCOPE: HEAVY RENOVATIONS

•  Replace building HVAC system. Utilize existing components where opportunity allows.
Standardize across the three buildings as much as possible while aligning with District-
wide goals.

• Expand building fire sprinkler system throughout entire facility.

• Replace any remaining galvanized piping in the domestic water system. Replace water
heaters and other infrastructure in coordination with toilet room upgrades.

• Building A/V, security, clock, & intercom renovations aligned with current District-wide
information technology goals

• Electrical upgrades to support new building additions and interior renovations.
Modernize dated switchgear/service sizes as appropriate.

Refer to MEP Narratives in appendix for detail descriptions of scope.

Toilet Rooms
Update toilet rooms to provide modern, ADA accessible facilities that supports student privacy 
and facility longevity.

SCOPE: HEAVY RENOVATIONS

• Rework room entry to be accessible while eliminating sightlines into the space.

• Replace plumbing fixtures, toilet partitions, and accessories. Adjust fixture locations to
provide ADA compliant facilities.

• Replace floor finishes with porcelain tile or resinous flooring. Provide ceramic tile wainscot.

• Provide new suspended ceiling and lighting.

Additional Common Elements, described in further detail in this section:
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Common Element - Typical Classroom 
Existing Conditions

In order to navigate the future, classrooms must become 

multi-faceted, providing increased control and full access to 

technology. As the room that students spend the most time in, this 

environment can have a profound impact on their academic and 

biologic growth.

Classrooms at all three schools are populated with decades 

old, heavy furniture targeted to one type of learning: direct 

instruction. A mixture of classroom technologies, storage, and 

finishes presents challenges to providing a consistent academic 

approach across the District.
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Common Elements: Classrooms
Axonometric Diagram



 



 



 

Typical Classroom (Group Activity Configuration)

Inspire academic excellence with a modern, flexible learning environment.

SCOPE: FINISH/LIGHT RENOVATIONS

•  Replace resilient tile flooring, wall base, suspended ceilings, and lighting with new. Repaint
wall surfaces and metal frames. Replace window treatments with manual roller shades.

•  Replace room entry doors and hardware.

•  Remove existing fixed room storage and provide new mobile storage units. Replace student
desks & chairs with a focus on collaborative, rapidly reconfigurable furnishings.

•  For classrooms without windows, consider options to provide daylighting.

Mobile Teaching Station

Instructors are not fixed at the front of the room but can 
move and interact directly with students.

Direct Instruction Configuration

Socratic Discussion Configuration

Writable Surfaces

Instruction seamlessly shifts between 
analog and digital activities; teaching 
and group work can happen anywhere in 
the classroom

Flexible, Collaborative Furniture

Departing from rigid classroom setups rejuvenates 
classroom energy matching physical and intellectual 
movement.

Updated Learning Environment

Improvements such as replacing fluorescent 
lighting with new, dimmable LED enhances indoor 
comfort and allows for better student 
concentration

Instructional Technology

Provide consistent instructional 
technology to allow faculty/staff to 
present from anywhere in the room and 
be able to quickly connect in any room

CUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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Common Element - Typical Classroom 
Concept Rendering
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Direct Instruction ConfigurationSocratic Discussion Configuration
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Common Element - Science Lab 
Existing Conditions

Departing from the “follow the instructions” model of science 

learning, modern day middle school labs provide students the 

opportunity to lead their own projects, developing problem-

solving skills as they discover scientific principles on their own.

Science rooms at each facility display a wide variety of existing 

conditions that creates issues for curriculum parity within 

individual schools, let alone across the District. Rigid cabinetry, 

mis-matched storage, and dated infrastructure need updating to 

match modern science pedagogy.
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Common Elements: Science Labs
Axonometric Diagram







Typical Science Lab (Small Group & Lab Activity Configuration)

Create a modern learning environment that supports project-based, student-focused learning 
strategies. Align infrastructure with the needs of forward-thinking science curriculum.

SCOPE: MEDIUM/HEAVY RENOVATIONS

•  Demolish existing partition walls and construct new right-sized science classrooms to District 
standard. Create new shared prep rooms.

•  Replace science lab casework with new perimeter hardwood casework and epoxy resin 
countertops and sinks, provide ADA accessible workstation. Upper wall cabinets in labs to be 
white board surface.

• Provide lab utilities (gas, electric, etc.) according to curriculum needs.

•  Provide mobile student work tables and mobile teacher station.

•  Replace resilient tile flooring, wall base. Replace suspended ceilings and lighting. Repaint 
wall surfaces and metal frames.

•  Replace room entry doors and hardware. Provide manual roller shades for windows.

Direct Instruction Configuration

Versatile Furniture 

Departing from fixed table science labs, moveable 
student tables can be “docked” to the perimeter 
counter for labwork, pushed together for small 
group work, or arranged in a more traditional 
pattern for testing and direct instruction.

Mobile Teaching Station

Instructors are not fixed at the front of the room but can 
move and interact directly with students. Mobility allows 
for demonstrations to take place in the center of the 
classroom, encouraging more student engagement.

Standardized Utilities 

From sinks with deep basins to natural gas spigots, 
the utilities in rooms should be correctly distributed 
so as to support the curriculum goals for that level. 
Universal to all science labs is the need for more 
electrical outlets, both along the perimeter and from 
ceiling-mounted cord reels.

Furniture As Learning Surface

Beyond replacing aged cabinetry, science lab casework 
can become a tool to encourage experimentation. 
Whiteboard surfaced doors can communicate cabinet 
contents or project objectives during student-led 
activities, supporting the creation of independent science 
thinkers.
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Common Element - Science Lab 
Concept Rendering

Direct Instruction Configuration
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Music education benefits students in varied and profound ways. 

Students who participate in music develop social skills, making 

them better communicators and collaborators. Music education 

gives students the opportunity to building language skills and 

convey emotional experiences. 

Common to all three schools are music facilities that were either 

inadequately designed for the designated function or simply not 

intended for that use, at all. Storage strategies vary widely as 

does the age and distribution of storage cabinets. 

Common Element - Music Classroom  
Existing Conditions
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Common Elements: Performing Arts - Music Classrooms
Axonometric Diagram

Typical Music Classroom

Create acoustically tuned classrooms with supporting instrument storage and technology. 
Provide individual and sectional rehearsal spaces to support performing arts program.

SCOPE: MEDIUM/HEAVY RENOVATIONS & BUILDING ADDITIONS

•  Create new CMU & brick cavity bearing wall addition on concrete stem wall foundation and
spread footings. Glazing to be aluminum curtain wall. Roof support to be structural steel bar
joists and metal deck. Concrete slab on grade with new resilient tile flooring.

• Provide acoustical ceiling, lights, and wall-mounted acoustical panels. Interior stud partition
walls and hollow metal frames with solid core wood doors.

• Provide motorized window curtains.

• Create acoustically insulated small and section practice rooms.

• Large instrument storage system in the classroom with sheet music and small instrument 
storage divided between in-room and shared storage room.

Acoustical Design 

Provide engineered acoustical treatment in-room 
for better sound quality. Enhance existing or create 
new acoustically insulated construction for enclosing 
walls.

Dedicated Practice Rooms

Practice rooms in multiple sizes, accessed from the 
main classroom allow for smaller groups of students 
to work independently while still in a supervised 
location that doesn’t disturb adjacent spaces. To 
maximize utilization, larger practice rooms also 
house shared storage.

In-room Instrument Storage

Simplifying the process of setup/takedown, right-
sized instrument storage in-room allows for quicker 
activity start, increasing instructional time.

Flat-floor Practice Room

To provide flexibility for the future, classrooms are 
provided with a flat floor, allow reconfiguration of 
the space as needs change over time.

Integration of Technology

Music education has increasingly embraced 
technology increasing student engagement, 
especially through easy of sharing music across 
platforms. 

CUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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Common Element - Music Classroom 
Concept Rendering
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Common Elements: Visual Arts & Exploratory Labs
Axonometric Diagram









Visual Arts & Exploratory Labs

Spaces for creators. Update art rooms to better support flexibility of room layout and media 
and enable entrepreneurship. Support developing Pathways program with elective spaces 
including Career Technical Education (CTE ) and Family & Consumer Sciences (FACS).

SCOPE: MEDIUM RENOVATIONS

•  Create new CMU & brick cavity bearing wall addition on concrete stem wall foundation and
spread footings. Glazing to be aluminum curtain wall. Roof support to be structural steel bar
joists and metal deck. Concrete slab on grade with new resilient tile flooring. 

• Provide acoustical ceiling, lights, and wall-mounted acoustical panels. Interior stud partition
walls and hollow metal frames with solid core wood doors.

• Provide motorized window curtains. Storage divided between in-room and shared storage
room.

Flexible, Collaborative Furniture

Departing from rigid classroom setups 
rejuvenates classroom energy matching 
physical and intellectual movement

Mobile Teaching Station

Instructors are not fixed at the front of the 
room but can move and interact directly with 
students. Mobility allows for demonstrations 
to take place in the center of the classroom, 
encouraging more student engagement.

Writeable, Projectable Surfaces

Instruction seamlessly shifts between 
analog and digital activities.

CUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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Site Plan
Edison Middle School
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New Building Addition
Competition Gym Expansion

New Building Addition
Music Rehearsal Rooms

SITE CONSIDERATIONS

1. Areas for new Additions are highlighted in the diagram, those are 

for expansion of Performing Arts Music Rehearsal Rooms and the 

Main Competition Gymnasium

2. The site is extremely limited in available area for development.  

Replacement of existing outdoor play space is shown in an area 

with current outdoor play space operated with a collaborative 

agreement with the Park District.

3. Additional investigation needed to determine overall storm water 

management impacts from the new building additions and the 

expanded parking lot. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The work at Edison Middle School is focused around updating existing 

facilities, addressing critical building systems and infrastructure needs, 

and right-sizing classroom and class lab space to address mis-matches 

between program enrollment and pedagogical shifts.  In order to 

accomplish this, significant interior renovation, coupled with strategic 

building expansion allows for repositioning of existing facilities for 

flexible future use.
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Program Plans
Edison Middle School

Basement Level 01 Level 02

Building
Addition

Building
Addition
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Scope of Work Plans
Edison Middle School

Basement Level 01 Level 02

Replace floor, ceiling/lights, and wall finishes. 
New doors/hardware.

Replace space finishes, minor partition wall 
or floor slab work. New utilities throughout.

Significant changes to walls and/or floor 
slabs, new finishes and utilities throughout.

BUILDING ADDITION

HEAVY RENOVATION

MEDIUM RENOVATION

FINISH/LIGHT RENOVATION

CUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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REF.

• The renovation aims to create a right-sized administration and wellness suite with consolidated 
services for efficient student support. This includes demolishing existing partitions, corridor 
walls, lockers, and finishes. A new office suite will co-locate student wellness components 
with acoustically controlled partitions, doors, and frames. The space will feature new carpet 
and resilient tile flooring, wall bases, suspended ceilings, and lights. Updated office furniture, 
reception desk casework, and conference furniture will enhance functionality. A new nurse’s 
suite, including a toilet room, exam room, office, and treatment area, will be created. Manual 
roller shades will be installed for window coverage.

Focus Area: Building Entry, Student Wellness, & Administrative Suite
Edison Middle School

Treatment cots and private exam room 
supports efficient, private care.

Nurse’s Suite

Consolidated student wellness offices enables staff 
collaboration as well as ensures that students have a single 
place to go for physical/mental health support

Centrally located, multi-purpose medium & large group 
spaces increase utilization so building area can be made to 
work harder; a distinct advantage over single-use spaces. 

Administrative functions are housed near the building 
entry, streamlining day-to-day school operations such as 
parent visits, registration, student pick-up/drop-off, etc.

Conference & Wellness Rooms

Counselor, Wellness Coordinator, Social Worker, & 
Psychologist Offices

School Administration

CUSD 200 Capital Improvements

June 7, 2024
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Focus Area - Library Learning Center
Existing Conditions

The Library Learning Center at Edison is the heart of the second 

floor of the building.  Located directly above the main entry, 

the space is used by all students, staff and faculty providing a 

resource for continued investigation and opportunities for hands-

on-learning as well as self-directed inquiry.

The current space has challenges providing a flexible learning 

environment for multiple scales due to observation challenges 

and inflexible furnishings.  The improvement of interior circulation 

also creates challenges managing where circulation ends and the 

LLC begins.
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Focus Area: Library Learning Center
Edison Middle School

• The library learning center renovation aims to create a dynamic space for 
independent study, collaboration, and mixed-media activities, seamlessly integrating 
with classroom functions. The design includes a new aluminum storefront entry, 
demolition of outdated elements, and construction of flexible support spaces with 
glazing and partitions. Enhanced natural light, acoustical panels, and modern lighting 
improve the study environment. Upgraded flooring, motorized roller shades, and new 
adaptable furniture ensure the space is modern, versatile, and conducive to diverse 
learning activities.

Flexible, modular furniture supports group activity

Support for project-based, student-led activity 

Open circulation desk creates opportunity for shoulder-
to-shoulder teaching, increasing the efficiency of 

interaction between instructor and student

Central, approachable circulation desk

Low-height, face out shelving

Opportunities for subject-focused displays as well as 
creates spaces  that are easier to monitor 

With individual, paired, and small group furniture, students 
are provided adaptable learning environments; tailoring their 
surroundings to their specific needs

Collaborative Classroom Activity Area

Furniture Variety

Maker Space

Small Group Rooms

Enclosed and transparent small 
group rooms serve to both provide 
an edge to the LLC as well as 
provide touchdown space for 
small group work, individual 
instruction, and itinerant drop-in.

CUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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Focus Area - Library Learning Center
Conceptual Imagery

This concept art shows a potential improvement to the LLC 

at Edison.  New flexible furnishings allow reconfiguration of 

the library space to accommodate small, medium, and large 

groups while enclosed study rooms provide opportunities for 

students to collaborate or receive one-on-one instruction. 

Low bookshelves coupled with the repositioned location 

for the circulation desk allow observation to all parts of 

the space.

2727



Focus Area: Gymnasium
Existing Conditions

PE facilities at Edison are undersized for their use, the main 

gymnasium lacks the space for a full competition sized court 

with appropriate sidelines.  Existing backstops are fixed and 

inflexible.  Flooring lacks resiliency needed for longevity and 

athletic use.  Bleachers are aged and undersized for their 

demand and lack the ability to bring large groups together in 

the space.
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Focus Area: Gymnasium - Axonometric Diagram
Edison Middle School





Retractable bleachers allow the gym to easily host large 
assemblies and physical education classes in the same space.

Increased Seating Capacity

Dedicated Fitness Space

Separating the fitness area from the 
wrestling room simplifies  facility use 
while provide a better space for each use.

• The renovation introduces distinct zones for fitness and wrestling, 
optimizing functionality and enhancing the experience for each 
activity. The new athletic equipment, designed for flexibility, features 
retractable backboards, allowing the space to transition for various 
events. An innovative building addition maximizes the site’s limited 
space, creating versatile facilities capable of hosting larger gatherings. 
Furthermore, retractable bleachers enable the gym to accommodate 
both large assemblies and physical education classes, ensuring the 
space is adaptable to diverse needs.

Building addition maximizes utilization of limited space on the 
site while also creating facilities suitable for larger events.

Expand Court to Competition Size
Contrasting with the existing, fixed 
backboards, new athletic equipment can be 
retracted when not in use so the space can 
better accommodate other functions.

Retractable Equipment

CUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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The renovation introduces distinct zones for fitness and wrestling, 
optimizing functionality and enhancing the experience for each 
activity. The new athletic equipment, designed for flexibility, features 
retractable backboards, allowing the space to transition for various 
events. An innovative building addition maximizes the site’s limited 
space, creating versatile facilities capable of hosting larger gatherings. 
Furthermore, retractable bleachers enable the gym to accommodate 
both large assemblies and physical education classes, ensuring the 
space is adaptable to diverse needs.



Focus Area - Gymnasium
Conceptual Imagery

This concept image shows the proposed expansion of the 

Edison main gymnasium to the south.  The new footprint 

allows a reorientation of the main competition basketball 

court and expansion of bleacher seating opportunities.  The 

introduction of a rolling divider allows for more flexible use 

of the space, providing the ability to section off the space for 

multiple simultaneous activities and partnerships with the 

Park District and other Community organizations.
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Building Addition: Exterior Massing
Conceptual Imagery

This concept rendering shows the exterior expansion to the Edison 

gymnasium.  Through judicious use of transparent or translucent 

materials, natural light is allowed into the gym while still meeting 

durability needs.  Materials are shown to complement the existing 

building, while reflecting the interior use.

A new outdoor play area is defined adjacent to the addition to 

replace that facility that will be lost due to the facility expansion.
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Site Narratives

SITE CONSIDERATIONS

1. Areas for new Additions are highlighted in the diagram, the new 

building addition, located in the north-east corner of the property 

displaces a current on site parking lot

2. The new addition is generally intended to maintain the current 

building setback, with some modifications

3. Additional investigation needed to determine overall storm water 

management impacts from the new building additions and the 

expanded parking lot. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The work at Franklin Middle School is focused addressing classroom size disparities, 

improving sight lines and circulation, addressing aging building infrastructure, and 

creating dynamic shared spaces for the whole school to utilize.  

The first major piece of the puzzle at Franklin is a new building addition in the 

north-west intended to house performing arts classes.  Those facilities move out of 

undersized and acoustically challenged spaces.  The new LLC would be relocated 

to the former music spaces and new classrooms built in it’s place.

New Building Addition
Performing Arts

Site Plan
Franklin Middle School
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Program Plan - Level B1

Franklin Middle School
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Program Plan - Level 01

Franklin Middle School
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Addition
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Program Plan - Level 02

Franklin Middle School
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Scope of Work Plan - Level B1

Franklin Middle School













































Replace floor, ceiling/lights, and wall finishes. 
New doors/hardware.

Replace space finishes, minor partition wall 
or floor slab work. New utilities throughout.

Significant changes to walls and/or floor 
slabs, new finishes and utilities throughout.

BUILDING ADDITION

HEAVY RENOVATION

MEDIUM RENOVATION

FINISH/LIGHT RENOVATION
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Scope of Work Plan - Level 01

Franklin Middle School

DNDN 




































 




































  











  


































Replace floor, ceiling/lights, and wall finishes. 
New doors/hardware.

Replace space finishes, minor partition wall 
or floor slab work. New utilities throughout.

Significant changes to walls and/or floor 
slabs, new finishes and utilities throughout.

BUILDING ADDITION

HEAVY RENOVATION

MEDIUM RENOVATION

FINISH/LIGHT RENOVATION
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Scope of Work Plan - Level 02

Franklin Middle School
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Replace floor, ceiling/lights, and wall finishes. 
New doors/hardware.

Replace space finishes, minor partition wall 
or floor slab work. New utilities throughout.

Significant changes to walls and/or floor 
slabs, new finishes and utilities throughout.

BUILDING ADDITION

HEAVY RENOVATION

MEDIUM RENOVATION

FINISH/LIGHT RENOVATION
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Focus Area: Library Learning Center
Existing Conditions

The LLC at Franklin was carved out of an area originally designed 

for classrooms.  As such, the configuration is limiting and 

compartmentalized.  Furniture, though durable, limits flexibility 

and variety to address student needs and provide an adaptable 

space capable of serving multiple purposes. 
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The relocated Library Learning Center moves to the spaces 

currently occupied by performing arts music classes.  The double-

height space allows more breathing room for the high occupancy 

space and the ability to create a connection to the second floor.  

The new location also serves as a heart to the campus, positioned 

at the center of the building, rather than at the periphery.

A learning stair connects the two levels, an opportunity for 

classes or small groups to come together for formal or informal 

gatherings.  Small group rooms are available on both the upper 

and lower levels of the space, providing observable spaces for 

small group collaboration, itinerant drop-in, teacher one-on-one 

interaction, etc.

Through the use of flexible furnishings and bookcases,open spaces 

can be created for individual investigation, small group work 

and large group classroom instruction.  Connection to an exterior 

courtyard serves as an extension of the LLC and provides daylight 

into the space.



 

Exterior CourtyardLearning Stair

Small Group Rooms

Open circulation desk creates opportunity for shoulder-
to-shoulder teaching, increasing the efficiency of 
interaction between instructor and student

Central, approachable circulation desk

Low-height, face out shelving

Opportunities for subject-focused displays as well as 
creates spaces  that are easier to monitor 

With individual, paired, and small group furniture, students 
are provided adaptable learning environments; tailoring their 
surroundings to their specific needs

Furniture Variety

Dynamic space for class presentations, 
guest speakers, movies, etc. 

Focus Area: Library Learning Center
Franklin Middle School

An opportunity to extend the LLC into a safe, enclosed 
outdoor space and provide access to natural light to the 
inside.
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Enclosed and transparent small 
group rooms serve to both provide 
an edge to the LLC as well as 
provide touchdown space for 
small group work, individual 
instruction, and itinerant drop-in.



Focus Area: Library Learning Center
Conceptual Rendering

The concept art shows a potential renovation project for the 

Library Learning Center at Franklin.  This newly relocated space 

is at the heart of the campus and connects between the first and 

second floors.  Flexible furniture allows for reconfiguration to 

accommodate small and large groups.  Enclosed rooms provide 

space for study, small group work, and one-on-one tutoring.
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Focus Area: Student Wellness
Existing Conditions Nursing and physical health facilities are currently critically 

undersized to address student needs.  In-building mental and 

physical health resources, are spread throughout the building and 

lack connections to peers to allow for collaboration and triage of 

student mental health emergencies.

Additionally, the main entry of the building is not accessible for 

those with physical impairments.
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Cropping Line in PPT ^

Student Wellness - Plan00-UG-12.1

Focus Area: Student Wellness & Administrative Suite
Franklin Middle School

The relocated main office at Franklin allows for the consolidation 

of all student mental and physical health components at a single 

location.  The nurse’s office is expanded to allow for more capacity 

and isolation areas for sick students.

Additionally, the main secured entry is reconfigured to allow an 

accessible route to the mid-level main office.

Treatment cots and private exam room 
supports efficient, private care.

Nurse’s Suite

Consolidated student wellness offices enables staff 
collaboration as well as ensures that students have a 
single place to go for physical/mental health support.

Centrally located, multi-purpose medium & large group 
spaces increase utilization so building area can be made to 
work harder; a distinct advantage over single-use spaces. 

Administrative functions are housed near the building 
entry, streamlining day-to-day school operations such as 
parent visits, registration, student pick-up/drop-off, etc.

Conference Rooms

Counselor, Wellness Coordinator, Social Worker, & 
Psychologist Offices

School Administration

New ramps and limited-use lifts provide an ADA 
accessible entry. Rearrangement of doors allows for an 
entry sequence aligned with District operation standards.

Accessible, Secure Entry
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Focus Area: Performing Arts
Existing Conditions

The existing performing arts music facilities at Franklin are 

undersized for the number of students who participate in music 

programs, lack practice and ensemble rooms and share walls, 

allowing significant noise transfer between spaces which limit the 

ability for simultaneous utilization.
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Focus Area: Performing Arts
Franklin Middle School

Acoustical Design 

Provide engineered acoustical treatment in-room 
for better sound quality. Enhance existing or create 
new acoustically insulated construction for enclosing 
walls.

Dedicated Practice Rooms

Practice rooms, accessed from the main classroom 
allow for multiple groups of students to work 
independently while still in a monitor location 
that doesn’t disturb adjacent spaces. To maximize 
utilization, larger practice rooms also house shared 
storage.

In-room Instrument Storage

Simplifying the process of setup/take down, right-
sized instrument storage in-room allows for quicker 
activity start, increasing instructional time.

Band

Orchestra

Choir

Drama

Performing Arts

New, right-sized classrooms for Band, Orchestra, Choral, and Drama 

performance courses are intended to be supported by acoustically 

separated small group practice rooms and ensemble rooms to allow 

a variety of sized groups spaces to practice and receive individual 

instruction.  The spaces will be acoustically controlled and equipped with 

recording capabilities to allow instructors to reflect back to students with 

real-time feedback.

The relocation of the music classrooms allow for further renovation and 

repositioning of facilities within the current building footprint.
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Addition: Exterior Massing Conceptual Imagery
Franklin Middle School

Building Addition: Exterior Massing
Conceptual Rendering

This concept art shows a potential new Performing Arts addition 

at Franklin.  The design approach takes it’s inspiration from the 

stately main building.  The building maintains a green buffer 

between the road and new construction and includes high 

windows at the performing arts classrooms to bring in ample 

natural light while preserving base areas for instrument storage.  
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SITE CONSIDERATIONS

1. Areas for new Additions are highlighted in the diagram, those are 

intending to use the north edge of the building as a demarcation 

line as it is generally at the location of a change in elevation for 

the site.

2. Minor expansion and reconfiguration of the front parking allows 

for more efficient and effective parking, addresses needed 

improvements for the site and provides additional capacity to 

replace the parking lost in the north-west corner.

3. Additional investigation needed to determine overall storm water 

management impacts from the new building additions and the 

expanded parking lot. 

4. Additional investigation needed for vehicular access and turn-

around along the west side of the Performing Arts Addition.

New Building Addition
Performing Arts

New Building Addition
PE Locker Rooms

Proposed Parking 
Reconfiguration

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The work at Monroe Middle School is focused around right-sizing 

classroom and class lab space to address mis-matches between 

program enrollment and pedagogical shifts.  In order to accomplish 

this, a building addition is proposed at the north-west corner of the 

building to house new performing arts and music facilities.  These 

allow the existing spaces to be converted for other uses and provide 

opportunities throughout the building for realignment of space to meet 

curricular needs.

Site Plan
Monroe Middle School
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Legend

Program Plan - Level 01
Monroe Middle School
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Scope of Work Plan - Level 01
Monroe Middle School 



















































 



























 

































 


















 













Replace floor, ceiling/lights, and wall finishes. 
New doors/hardware.

Replace space finishes, minor partition wall 
or floor slab work. New utilities throughout.

Significant changes to walls and/or floor 
slabs, new finishes and utilities throughout.

BUILDING ADDITION

HEAVY RENOVATION

MEDIUM RENOVATION

FINISH/LIGHT RENOVATION
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Focus Area: Library Learning Center
Existing Conditions

The Library Learning Center at Monroe is the heart of the 

academic wing of the building.  A space that is used by all 

students, staff and faculty providing a resource for continued 

investigation and opportunities for hands-on-learning as well as 

self-directed inquiry.

The current space has challenges providing a flexible learning 

environment for multiple scales.  Additionally, the location in the 

building provides challenges in defining where the LLC starts and 

where the adjacent hallway or classroom areas begin.
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Focus Area: Library Learning Center
Monroe Middle School





Library Office

Support for project-based, student-led activity 

Maker Space Classroom

The proposed improvement plan for the Library Learning 

Center takes advantage of the wide open space while creating 

boundaries to the LLC.  Through the use of flexible furnishings and 

bookcases,open spaces can be created for individual investigation, 

small group work and large group classroom instruction.  

Additionally, new enclosed small group rooms provide spaces for 

student collaboration, itinerant drop-in, make-up testing and 

other sound/privacy controlled activities.

The addition/expansion of a maker space provides a classroom 

sized resource for hands-on investigation that will be available for 

the entire school

Open circulation desk creates opportunity for shoulder-
to-shoulder teaching, increasing the efficiency of 
interaction between instructor and student.  The location 
provide better opportunities for full observation of the 
entire space

Central, approachable circulation desk

Low-height, face out shelving

Opportunities for subject-focused displays as well as 
creates spaces  that are easier to monitor 

With individual, paired, and small group furniture, students 
are provided adaptable learning environments; tailoring their 
surroundings to their specific needs

Furniture Variety
Enclosed and transparent small 
group rooms serve to both provide 
an edge to the LLC as well as 
provide touchdown space for 
small group work, individual 
instruction, and itinerant drop-in.
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Expanded Material 
Storage & Workroom

Small Group Rooms



Library Learning Center - Conceptual Imagery
James Howard Monroe Middle School

Focus Area: Library Learning Center
Conceptual Rendering

This concept art shows a potential improvement to the LLC 

at Monroe.  New flexible furnishings allow reconfiguration 

of the library space to accommodate small, medium, 

and large groups while enclosed study rooms provide 

opportunities for students to collaborate or receive one-on-

one instruction.  Graphic improvements and the introduction 

of natural materials soften the space and provide a light and 

open space.
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Focus Area: Essentials Program
Existing Conditions

The Essentials program currently uses classrooms that were formerly 

designed for other elective functions.  The current life skills lab 

(pictured here) shares space with an Essentials instructional space, 

creating a difficult experience when other classes are using that 

space.  OT/PT services are located elsewhere in the building and 

provide a challenge to quickly address student needs.
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Focus Area: Essentials Program 
Monroe Middle School

WD



 

The proposed improvement plan for the Essentials Program 

space provides a consolidated classroom suite for this high needs 

community.  Intentionally grouped together and close to elective 

classes as well as student wellness and counseling services, the 

suite includes space for OT/PT, a Life Skills Lab, single user toilet 

rooms and right-sized classrooms

CUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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Occupational & Physical Therapy Rooms

Accessible Toilet Rooms

Life Skills Lab

Essentials Program Classrooms

Right-sized classrooms will also provide furniture and 
storage solution tailored to the specific needs of the 
Essentials program.

Beyond basic ADA accessibility, one toilet room will be 
provided with additional furniture (i.e. large changing 
table) to better serve the student population

Furnished with kitchen and laundry appliances as well as 
mobile tables to allow the room to adapted to the needs 
of the students and staff.

Currently located elsewhere in the building, relocating 
the OT/PT space adjacent to the Essentials classrooms 
provides a better workflow for students who highly utilize 
these services



Focus Area: Student Wellness
Existing Conditions

Nursing and physical health facilities are currently critically 

undersized to address student needs.  Outside itinerants do not 

have a dedicated space to meet with students, meeting space 

for IEP and other touch points is lacking.  In-building resources, 

although close by, do not have direct connection to peers to 

allow for collaboration and triage of student mental health 

emergencies.
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Focus Area: Student Wellness
Monroe Middle School

The intent at all three schools is to bring together all student 

wellness components, specialists for both physical and mental 

health and wellbeing, into one consolidated area of the building.  

At Monroe, there is a critical need to increase the operational 

capacity and size of the nurse’s suite.  This, along with moving 

student mental health services together, shapes the Student 

Wellness area of the building

Cropping Line in PPT ^

Student Wellness-Floor plan
& Axon

00-UG-08

Treatment cots and private exam room 
supports efficient, private care.

Nurse’s Suite

Consolidated student wellness offices 
enables staff collaboration as well as ensures 
that students have a single place to go for 
physical/mental health support.

Centrally located, multi-purpose medium 
& large group spaces increase utilization so 
building area can be made to work harder; 
a distinct advantage over single-use 
spaces. 

With the relocation of the Nursing Suite out of the 
Administrative Area, space is opened for visitors and 
waiting, moving that function from the vestibule into the 
supervised office suite.

Conference & Rooms

Counselor, Wellness Coordinator, Social 
Worker, & Psychologist Offices

School Visitors

Renovate  doors, hardware, and security technology to 
bring facility into alignment with District-wide building 
entry procedures.

Accessible, Secure Entry
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June 7, 2024

57



Focus Area: Performing Arts
Existing Conditions

Performing Arts Facilities at Monroe are generally 

undersized.  For music, orchestra, and choral spaces, 

current classrooms do not meet the needs of an expanding 

interest/enrollment in music courses.  Small group, ensemble 

practice, and storage are undersized forcing students to 

practice in hallways and impact adjacent classrooms.  

Theater space is limited to a small lecture-style classroom 

(pictured) and a multi-purpose space (cafeteria/auditorium).  

Neither have proper  facilities to meet the needs for the 

school moving into the future.

58



New, right-sized classrooms for Band, Orchestra, and Choral 

performance courses are intended to be supported by acoustically 

separated small group practice rooms and ensemble rooms to 

allow a variety of sized groups spaces to practice and receive 

individual instruction.  The spaces will be acoustically controlled 

and equipped with recording capabilities to allow instructors to 

reflect back to students with real-time feedback.

The Auditorium mirrors the same facility at Monroe, providing a 

Community asset on the north side of the District and bringing a 

robust performing arts venue to Monroe to service it’s students and 

general school community from performances to assemblies and 

other gatherings. The new space will provide new curtains, stage, 

rigging, sound system, theater lighting, and projection technology

The relocation of the music classrooms and auditorium allows for 

further renovation and repositioning of facilities within the current 

building footprint.

Focus Area: Performing Arts

Monroe Middle School

Acoustical Design 

Provide engineered acoustical treatment in-room 
for better sound quality. Enhance existing or create 
new acoustically insulated construction for enclosing 
walls.

Dedicated Practice Rooms

Practice rooms, accessed from the main classroom 
allow for multiple groups of students to work 
independently while still in a monitor location 
that doesn’t disturb adjacent spaces. To maximize 
utilization, larger practice rooms also house shared 
storage.

Band Orchestra

500-seat Auditorium

Stair & Wheelchair lift to control room

Choir

Toilet Rooms

In-room Instrument Storage

Simplifying the process of setup/take down, right-
sized instrument storage in-room allows for quicker 
activity start, increasing instructional time.
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Focus Area: Performing Arts
Conceptual Rendering

This concept image shows a potential new Performing Arts 

Theater at Monroe.  Intended to mirror the current facility at 

Hubble, the new theater space will be a hub for performing 

arts both at the school and in the Community.
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Addition: Exterior Massing Conceptual Imagery
James Howard Monroe Middle School

Focus Area - Performing Arts
Conceptual Rendering

This concept art shows a potential new Performing Arts addition 

at Monroe.  The design approach is to mirror the distinct 

character of Monroe through the use of variegated brick 

and battered fins.  High windows provide the ability to bring 

natural light into classrooms while allowing lower wall space for 

instrument storage.  The theater itself is shown with a precast 

concrete exterior and rounded edges, mirroring the current 

lecture hall on the south side of the building.
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Preliminary Civil Engineering Site Plans
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Edison Middle School
Proposed Site Demolition PlanCUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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Edison Middle School
Proposed Site PlanCUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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Franklin Middle School
Proposed Site Demolition PlanCUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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Franklin Middle School
Proposed Site  PlanCUSD 200 Capital Improvements

June 7, 2024



68

Monroe Middle School
Proposed Site Demolition PlanCUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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Monroe Middle School
Proposed Site PlanCUSD 200 Capital Improvements
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Building Systems Design Narratives
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Existing Conditions Survey Results
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User Group Meeting Minutes
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